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ARTIClE'APPpnED if 


Letters 


Secrets That Serve' 
As a Status S3?mt>c)l 

TotheEditor: 

That 100,0(X) people have access tto 
***5eDSitive Compartxneoted Intonna- 
tiOD^* (Astbocy Lewis's May 5 ?eoL 
uzxm) IS stunning news. No aeoislty 
system can protect intannatiaa*^ 
widriydisseminateri • k 

Such inlormation takes 
**scnsitive" cbaracteraoly beca^it 
pnmdes a direct lixik to the tedmica] 
or bumaxi intelligence sources .t^at 
produce it. Breaking that link a 
simple matter of paraphrasing.^ 
synthesis. That should be done as a 
routme part of the process of analy- 
sis. In vzromlly aB cases theinfonna- 
tion can then be declassified orrdis- 
tributed at a much lower levc^.nf 
classificaticm. 

The only people who have a need 
tor direct access to the infonnatiOD 
prior to analysis are the people 
who work directly with the sooroes, 
the analysts and a tew hundred ^offi- 
cials at the very summit of the G^- 
emment. ,, 

Given the most liberal allowance 
there cannot possibly be more 
25,000 people tor access,, to 

S.C.I. can be justified. The other 
75,000, and possibly several thousand 
more, have acquired such access be- 
cause they or their agencies wax^^to 
bethou^totas**mthekDOw.'* 


That means at least 75,000 expen- 
sive and unnecessary dialled b^- 
ground mvestigatiOKxs; bundrecisnpt 
expensively secured .rooms wdiese 
these extraneous people can ppore 
through uz^irooessed reports, woA 
hundreds ot excess **bladtbookV, offi- 
cers tramping around in search^ ef 
someone to whom they can wbasl^ 
their secrets^ so as to seem to 
their existence. ^ 

^though I had no idea theprobfem 
. bad gotten so wildly out ot caDtznl, 

I the tact that some such ^^status 193 ^' 
I bol" problem existed wzdkS.CI.<am 
I brou^ttotheatteotiODGfWIlhamP. 
Oaxh, the NatiCBial Sean^ 
overaj^earago. r 

At first Mr. Clark said tfaatf.be 
agreed witix me “in prina|^“ 'aod 
* would conduct an ^^evaloatioiic'* 
Mcmths later, vfben 1 asked lortb^re' 
suits ot the ^devaluation,'" I was told 
to take my “complaint" to the I>^ 
tense Department, as the Naticpal 
Security Council had nothxQg tq^-do 
with the matter. 

Yet in the meantime Mr. dark 
sign^ off on the outrageous Pr^i- 
dential security directive that Mr. 
Lewis describes, thereby making the 
scams seekers virmally impr^naible 
vbile oontinuxng to assure that the^ in- 
formation siq)po5edly being pt^ 
tected would be common gossip, in 
every of fi cer s ' wives' club in the 
woiid. 

So much tor Reagan AdmxnistCB- 
tion claims to be dealing toroettflly 
with waste and mis m flnAggmgwt 

Weluam V. KEHNEDY 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., May 5, 1983 
The writer is c miUtory journalist 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/09 : CIA-RDP91 -00561 R0001 00030091 -8 



